BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
cumstances to be very diligent in business, not only in his
shop, but by occasionally resorting to several towns in the
neighbourhood, some of which were at a considerable dis-
tance from Lichfield. At that time booksellers' shops in the
provincial towns of England were very rare, so that there was
not one even in Birmingham, in which town old Mr Johnson
used to open a shop every market-day. He was a pretty good
Latin scholar, and a citizen so creditable as to be made one of
the magistrates of Lichfield; and, being a man of good sense,
and skill in his trade, he acquired a reasonable share of
wealth, of which however he afterwards lost the greatest
part, by engaging unsuccessfully in a manufacture of parch-
ment. He was a zealous high-churchrnan and royalist, and re-
tained his attachment to the unfortunate house of Stuart,
though he reconciled himself, by casuistical arguments of ex-
pediency and necessity, to take the oaths imposed by the pre-
vailing power.
There is a circumstance in his life somewhat romantick,
but so well authenticated, that I shall not omit it. A young
woman of Leek, in Staffordshire, while he served his ap-
prenticeship there, conceived a violent passion for him; and
though it met with no favourable return, followed him to
Lichfield, where she took lodgings opposite to the house in
which he lived, and indulged her hopeless flame. When he
was informed that it so preyed upon her mind that her life
was in danger, he with a generous humanity went to her
and offered to marry her, but it was then too late : her vital
power was exhausted; and she actually exhibited one of the
very rare instances of dying for love. She was buried in the
cathedral of Lichfield; and he, with tender regard, placed a
stone over her grave with this inscription:
Here lies the body of
Mrs ELIZABETH BLANEY, a stranger.
She departed this life
20 of September, 1694.
Johnson's mother was a woman of distinguished under-
standing. I asked his old school-fellow, Mr [Edmund] Hec-
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